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Farewell  from Oswego Lake Watershed
Coordinator Adra Lobdell

As many of you have heard, I will be leaving my position as Project Coordinator for the
Oswego Lake Watershed Council this summer. My husband just graduated law school
(woo-hoo!) and we are relocating to Sonoma County, California to start a new chapter. As with
most transitions, this one is bittersweet and I will be sad to leave the wonderful volunteers and
partner organizations I have been fortunate to work with at OLWC. There is such a strong
community of environmental stewards in our watershed; each of you have been a constant
source of inspiration. I am proud of the great restoration work we have accomplished together
and I look forward to hearing about how OLWC will continue this important work in the coming
years.
Sincerely,
Adra Lobdell
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Meet our new Volunteer Coordinator!
Patrick Blanchard, OLWC Volunteer Coordinator
Patrick (patrick@oswegowatershed.org) an Ohio native has joined he
Oswego Lake Watershed Council in July 2017 as the new Volunteer
Program Manager. With a bachelors of science in natural resource
management from Northland College in Ashland, Wisconsin and over
ten years experience working with federal, state, and non-profit entities,
Patrick has a passion for environmental stewardship especially when it
comes to working with local landowners and school groups. One
AmeriCorps position based in Gresham focusing on diversity, equity,
and inclusion through environmental education, invasive species
management, Backyard Habitat Certification, and rare/ endangered
animal monitoring has given him the skill set necessary in the
environmental non-profit world. Additionally, Patrick has worked with the
City of Portland as a botanic technician for two years giving him
extensive knowledge on how to manage park lands in a variety of
ecosystems through natural and mechanical means. He is now excited
to start this next chapter of his life with the Oswego Lake Watershed
Council! In his free time you can most likely find him mountain biking,
trail running, or hiking throughout various parts of the Pacific Northwest
with his stubborn husky Kemper.

Updates about OWEB Projects
In 2015, the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)
awarded two Small Grants to OLWC to lead two riparian
restoration projects in Lake Oswego. For these projects, OLWC partnered with two local
homeowners associations, Brighton Homeowners Association and Mountain Park Homeowners
Association, to improve the habitat in their communal greenspaces.
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Mountain Park project focused on improving the stormwater function and riparian

The 

habitat of a small creek that feeds into Springbrook Creek. Before the project started, this creek
flowed through an excavated ditch, which led to major incising, erosion, and degraded water
quality. The habitat surrounding the riparian area largely consisted of invasive plant species,
which also degrades water quality
and wildlife habitat. The plan to fix
these issues included installing a
wetland to retain stormwater
delivered to the site, reconstruct the
incised creek to a more appropriate
grade, remove the existing invasive
species, and stabilize the area with
native vegetation. Henderson
Environmental Design completed
the construction of the project in the
winter of 2016-17. The area was
replanted on an Arbor Day volunteer
event on April 28, 2017, when 15
volunteers planted 1,300 in the new
wetland and creek. Currently, the
rains are coming down, but this bioswale has barely noticed and
seems to be doing its job!
                       Arbor Day planting at Mountain Park
        (photo by GT Ray)

Brighton Homeowners
Association project focused on
The 

restoring a wetland that was not
managing stormwater properly and
had become overgrown with invasive
plant species. Volunteers and
landscaping staff cleared the area of
the invasive blackberry and yellow flag
iris throughout 2016. Henderson
Environmental Design is scheduled to
regrade the wetland in June 2017 and
the area has just finished being
replanted with native vegetation in
September 30th, 2017.

Volunteer placing Carex obnupta, or slough sedge into the newly
created drainage swale (photo by Patrick Blanchard- OLWC volunteer
coordinator).
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Habitat Enhancement Fund Grant 2017-2018

Every two years the Oswego Lake Watershed Council applies for a grant with the City of Lake
Oswego, which facilitates local collaboration among neighbors or school groups that focus on a
variety of environmental restoration and education collaborations. This year the Oswego Lake
Watershed Council has created additional partnerships with landowners in Hallinan woods,
Springbrook Park, and Park Academy! Hallinan woods and Springbrook Park will incorporate an
additional pieces of riparian neighborhood property into the portfolio Oswego Lake Watershed
Council currently serves.  Each project holds valuable pieces of connecting healthy viable
watersheds together through community partnerships and on the ground restoration work.
Park Academy is an especially exciting opportunity for the watershed council as a
project partner in order to connect to youth within the school system on behalf of
environmental stewardship, education, and tactile learning. Park Academy is a
dyslexia focused school with around 100 students from 3rd to 10th grade whose
mission is to empower students with diverse learning challenges to reach their
highest potential of giftedness while excelling academically and becoming
responsible citizens and community leaders. Oswego Lake Watershed Council’s
in class presence coupled with an on site outdoor classroom along Lost Dog
Creek will allow students to take develop restoration strategies start to finish! The
Oswego Lake Watershed Council is proud to support and uphold Park Academy’s mission while
fostering a relationship with the student body and faculty to help
Event Calendar
October 28th - No Ivy Day 2017! - join OLWC staff and council members for a 9AM-12PM ivy
removal of epic proportions at Tanglewood Park. Meet on site at Mountain Park Church (40 SW
McNary Pkwy, Lake Oswego) before the start of the program for registration and some
coffee!Please RSVP to olwcvolunteercoordinator@gmail.com so we know you’re planning on
attending!

November 10th - Oswego Lake Watershed Council Meeting, 8-9:30am, Gubanc’s Pub (16008
Boones Ferry Rd). All members of the public welcome!
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November 25th- Invasive removal in Hallinan Woods neighbor’s
property 9AM-11AM:  1052 Gans Street, Lake Oswego. We will have
tools and gloves, but please come dressed for the weather with
appropriate shoes! Please RSVP to olwcvolunteercoordinator@gmail.com
so we know you’re planning on attending!
December 8th -Oswego Lake Watershed Council Meeting, 8-9:30am,
Gubanc’s Pub (16008 Boones Ferry Rd). All members of the public
welcome!

